X. BEFORE THE FATHER

Chinnammai left her aged body and his
second brother Parasurama was attacked
by a severe disease. After the funeral
rites of the mother were over, Ramalinga
started for Chidambaram with his brother-
In 1855 he left Madras for Chidambaram
visiting" on the way a few scholars at
Pondicherry.

X. BEFORE THE FATHER

He stands before his Father now!
With brimming eyes and hymning mouth
and heart immersed in love he stood:

<( Can my life breathe a second away from
Thee, 0 Lord. Thy grace is everything
to me, 0 Supreme Transcendent! For
bread, for clothes, for the worldly wealth
I have never prayed to Thee, 0, Lord!
For Thy sweet embrace I pray fervently,
0 Beloved! My passion for Thy close
embrace breaks the banks of my heart!
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